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READY TO FIGHT!

One hundred years ago, Camp Lewis hummed 

with anticipation as administrators issued 

orders every day to move the entire 91st

Division by rail to Camp Merritt, New Jersey 

where they would board ships sailing to 

Liverpool, then to France.  After ten months of 

intense preparation to fight in The Great War, 

they hoped to invade Germany and march 

victoriously into Berlin. 

Their military training included Grenade Drill; 

Bayonet Exercises; Semaphore Signaling; Physical 

Drill; School of Soldier and Squad; Platoon Drill; 

Athletic Exercises; Infantry Movements, by 

Company, Open or Close Order; Auto Rifle; 

First Aid to Wounded; Practice and tests in use 

of Small Arms; Target Designation; Military 

Discipline and Courtesy; Wigwag Signaling; 

Articles of War; Advance Guards; Manual of 

Interior Guard Duty; Outposts; Bombing; 

Boxing; and Singing.

Boxing drills at Camp Lewis emphasized 

footwork and movements of boxing blows, 

similar to bayonet thrusts. The men learned to 

overcome their fear of getting hurt, enabling 

more aggressive self defense. General Pershing 

wanted his army to engage the enemy in open 

warfare, not hide in trenches.

Camp Lewis hired Willie Ritchie, celebrated world 

lightweight boxing champ, as director of 500 boxing 

instructors to give the boys the best possible 

training.

Camp Lewis employed one singing leader, with two 

others furnished by the YMCA, who in turn trained 

singing leaders in each battalion. As they set up 

exercises, officers encouraged mass singing.  Singing 

together in a group lightened the soldiers’ hearts, 

quickened their footsteps, bolstered their courage 

and taught them to listen to one another.  Songs 

most often sung included “A Long, Long Trail,” “Keep 

the Home Fires Burning,” “Over There” and all the 

war songs with a snappy air.

World War I Trivia Question:  Who coined the epithet “The Hun” and what does it mean?  See page 4.



During the First World War, Camp Lewis became 

a hub of fine entertainment because of its close 

proximity to California, where many  draftees 

worked as entertainers.

Soldiers formed orchestras and jazz bands from 

musicians on hand:  the 346th Infantry Jazz 

Orchestra used piano, violin, clarinet, saxophone, 

trumpet, trombone and drums; the 405th

Telegraph Battalion Orchestra combined a string 

quartet with piano, banjo, guitar, drums, trumpet, a 

couple of mandolins and trombones; string 

instruments and harmonicas made up the jazz 

band of Co. F, 363rd Infantry.  Every regiment also 

organized a band and a vocal quartet.

Partially responsible for camp recreation, the 

YMCA appealed to the public for donations of 

sheet music. The Army borrowed musical 

instruments.   At Camp Lewis, one draftee even 

spared Uncle Sam the expense of keeping 

the camp pianos tuned, offering his services as a 

piano tuner.  He said he wanted to help out as 

much as possible.  

Encouraged by President Wilson and General 

Pershing to pursue wholesome recreation, soldiers 

produced elaborate variety shows, with plays, skits, 

athletic stunts, dancing, fancy rope skipping, magic 

tricks, impersonations, sword fights, humorous 

monologues and one artist who made exclusive 

crayon drawings as he told funny stories.  Often the 

men held a “smoker,” defined as an evening of 

entertainment, with boxing, wrestling, pie-eating 

contests, and cigarettes. 

Poems, cartoons and sketches by soldiers appeared 

in “The Bugle” and “Over The Top,” regimental 

newspapers from the 166th Depot Brigade, the 

363rd Infantry and the Trench & Camp Newspaper, 

published by the Tacoma Tribune from 1917 to 

1919.

Talent Flourished at Camp Lewis



THE BUGLE CALL

Soft and clear on the still night air

With a plaintive note, perhaps, 

Across the soldier city comes

The bugle’s note—‘tis taps.

The call the soldier loves the best, 

It bids him close his eyes and rest,

To dream of home, and bygone days

And a maiden’s eyes and a maiden’s 

ways.

He dreams also of the days to come,

When victory at last is won,

And homeward bound, he’ll turn again

To the arts of peace in the world of men.

No more to rise at reveille;

His sleep will as it used to be.

His mother’ll call, 

and he’ll say “all right,”

But he’ll burrow deeper 

till he’s out o’ sight.

His rest is sweet, 

for the days are long,

And they work him hard, 

but he has a song,

As he thinks again 

of the time to come

When the endless drill 

and the marching done.

And he would not swap 

the job he’s got

For the finest one 

in the slacker’s lot;

Though it’s often hard, 

and he may get killed,

He knows his place, 

and he’s glad it’s filled.

I think throughout the coming years

Fond memories, perhaps,

Will come to him when’ere he hears

The bugle blowing---taps.

----Leonard D. Stokely, 45th Co.

THE KAISER’S DOOM

What punishment, my gentle reader,

When it is up to U.S.A.,

Shall we sentence upon the Kaiser

To show him the American way?

The greatest punishment of all, 

It does appear to me,

Would be to save his mortal life

And teach him democracy.

First place him in the guardhouse

And tell him to keep still,

While we take away his royal title

And reduce him to Buck Private 

Bill.

Then put him on kitchen police

For a month, or maybe eight,

And while we eat our ham and eggs,

Just let him sit and wait.

Then drill him in the burning sun

And give him some trenches to dig,

And let him have plenty of “double 

time”

To prevent him from getting sick.

For we want to spare his mortal life,

So as to have him live to see

What a beautiful place we will make 

this world

When we have killed autocracy.

----Sergt. Guy F. Warner, Co. 37.

REMEMBER

Remember the night that we landed,

When they herded us into a pen;

They marched us around in a circle

Till the hour of – heaven knows when?

Well, we got here and bunked here 

together,

And groaned in a chorus next day,

When they jingled a whistle at daybreak

And made us crawl out of the hay.

They scratched us and shot us and drilled 

us,

Then drilled us and shot us some more; 

We tried mighty hard to keep smiling,

Though we were most horribly sore.

Since that time we have picked up a little

In the drill and our dress and our looks,

But all that we know of the business

Would not fill a very large book.

But we’ll plug and we’ll drill 

‘till we get it

And then we’ll feel happy for fair,

And go to the front with the colors

And not be ashamed that we’re there.

For they slipped us a prince for a captain,

And our Lieutenants are right 

in that class,

So we fared pretty well for a starter

And our luck is not going to pass.

Though we part for the nonce –

we should worry;

We will fight just as hard 

for “Old Uncle Sam,”

When Bill sees Montana a’coming,

He’ll make for the woods – with a damn.

-- Eugene E. O’Heron, 66th Co., 17th 

Bn.

Article by Karolyn Bredberg, Lewis Army Museum volunteer. 
Poems, cartoons, & graphics from The Bugle, Trench & Camp, 
& Over The Top newspapers.
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Who coined the epithet “The Hun” and what does it mean? 

Kaiser Wilhelm II coined the epithet “The Hun” in a bombastic speech he 

gave in 1900 to German soldiers as they set sail for China during the 

Boxer Uprising.  To instill a ruthless warrior ethos, the Kaiser exhorted his 

soldiers to “establish the name of Germans in China for 1,000 years, just as 

1,000 years ago, the Huns made a name for themselves, in such a way that a 

Chinese will never again dare to look askance at a German.”

The English writer Rudyard Kipling applied the epithet to Germans in his 

1914 poem, “For All We Have and Are”.

The Huns were of a group of nomadic people led by Attila the Hun, the 

barbarian leader of the Hunnic Empire.  He became the symbol of the dark 

ages after invading and terrorizing Europe in the fifth century, A.D.

ON THE WAY TO BERLIN

We are coming, two million strong,

To help our allies make the Kaiser right the 

wrong;

We’ll let the Huns have no rest.

Make them think they hit a hornet’s nest.

We will make Hindenburg with his line

Go a-skeltering across the Rhine;

Yes, we’ll get them on the run,

For we are after the scalp of the Hun.

Chasing them we’ll shout and yell

Until they’ll think that war is---well,

We will show them true Yankee grit,

When they hear our sirens

They will wish that they’d laid off Uncle Sam

With their submarines.

We’ll carve our way through Deutschland

And make them feel the sting;

For we’ll fly aloft “Old Glory”

O’er the palace of Berlin.

Then we’ll coop the crazy Kaiser,

For a weltered brain has he,

And banish him for ever

On some island in the sea;

Then there will be no more autocracy,

Only that gives freedom---democracy.

----Corporal George Provo, 76th Infantry.

Kaiser Wilhelm II 

in full regalia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilhelm_II,_German_Emperor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilhelm_II,_German_Emperor


It’s been a busy few months as we’ve welcome 

thousands of visitors to the museum and continued to 

engage both the military and civilian communities on and off 

the base.  We’re all very excited for what is shaping up to 

be a VERY busy summer!  

Our summer events will kick off (early) with the 

museum participating in JBLM’s 2018 Armed Forces Day on 

May 19th.  In a big change from past years, the open-to-the-

public event will be held on McChord Field amongst the 

McChord Museum’s impressive collection of restored 

USAF aircraft.  Next we’ll be headed up to the Flying 

Heritage & Combat Armor Museum’s “Tank Fest” which is 

always a great deal of fun and a heck of a show! That same 

weekend, our curator, Heidi Pierson, will be presenting a 

talk and paper on Camp Lewis as part of a WWI 

Centennial Conference being held at Vancouver Barracks.  

Once the kids get out of school we will begin our 

summer series of Saturday public events kicking off with 

our Army Birthday event on 16 June and moving through 

September.  

We are particularly excited about our Vietnam 50th

Anniversary commemoration event on Saturday August 

11th.  We’ll have reenactors, historical displays and maybe 

even a Vietnam “PBR” river patrol boat!

While we’re keeping busy with public events, some 

exciting behind-the-scenes work will be commencing.  Our 

long-awaited Hall of Valor redesign installation will begin 

shortly with an anticipated completion date in August.  

Once done we will be having an official gallery opening for 

what we know will well worth the wait.  Please join us.

Lastly I must report that we bade farewell to Alan 

Archambault in March.  Though retired from an illustrious 

museum career, Alan re-joined the Lewis Army Museum 

team to help guide a new director and curator through an 

exceptionally complex and ever-changing exhibit upgrade 

process.  Alan served with us for three years and was 

absolutely instrumental in getting us to where we are 

today.  

It is no exaggeration to say that no one has had a 

greater and longer lasting impact on the Lewis Army 

Museum than Alan Archambault.

We all wish Alan the very best of luck in his “re-

retirement” and promise not to call very often when we 

need help and guidance.  

Erik W. Flint

Director

Lewis Museum outreach tent at Armed Forces 

Day 2017

M3 Stuart tank during Tank Fest 2017

Museum outreach tent at Tank Fest 2017



UPCOMING PUBLIC EVENTS

Army Birthday Celebration
Saturday June 16, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Museum Family Day
Saturday July 21, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Vietnam 50th Anniversary Commemoration 
Saturday August 11, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Museum Family Day
Saturday August 18, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Museum Family Day
Saturday September 15, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

World War I Armistice Commemoration
Saturday November 17, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Public Access Gate off of DuPont-Steilacoom Road 
Open during above events



Please return your reservation form and check by Thursday, 31 May 2018.       

Last  minute reservations may be made by calling Paul Knoop at (253) 279-2598.

Return this form to COL (Ret) Paul Knoop

1600 Marshall Circle, Apt 365, DuPont, WA.        

Make checks payable to “The Friends.”

Cost of Brunch for members and guests: $17.00 each.

Number of Reservations: ___________Total Amount Enclosed:____________________

Name of Member: _________________________Telephone Number:_______________

Names of Guests:_________________________________________________________

Residents of Patriot’s Landing do not need to make payment for the meeting,    

but are requested to make reservations for seating.

Friends of the Fort Lewis Military 

Museum

General Membership Meeting

Sunday 3 JUNE, 2018

Place:   Patriots Landing, Olympic Dining Room

Time: 1130-1215 Social Hour

1215-1330 Brunch

1330-1415 Program

Our guest speaker for our next General 

Membership meeting will be LTC (RET) Tom 

Morgan.  He will discuss a general overview of 

the War of 1812, concentrating on the siege of 

Fort McHenry in Baltimore Harbor. A video 

reenactment of the event (about 12 minutes) will 

also be shown.

Please join us for this interesting and enlightening 

program.   



The Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum

Board of Directors

COL Marisa Peloquin, USAR……...………….….…….President

LTC (Ret) Thomas Morgan…………...……….…Vice President

Joseph Koczur, Jr…………………...…...……………...Secretary

LTC (Ret) Donald Simpson…………………...............Treasurer

COL Edward Wood, USAR……………………………….Member

SGM (Ret) Harry Schreiber..…………………...….……Member

COL (Ret) Paul Knoop……………………………….…..Member

COL (Ret) Ian Larson ……………………………………Member

The Banner is printed four times a year and is mailed to all members of The

Friends of Fort Lewis Museum. Articles may be submitted to the Editor or

left with the Director of the Lewis Army Museum. The Friends assume no

responsibility for unsolicited manuscripts or other materials submitted for

publication. Contents copyrighted by The Friends; contact the Editor for

permission to reproduce any portion.

Editor…….…………………………...…….Heidi Pierson

Assistant Editors………………………….LTC (Ret) Donald A. Simpson

COL (Ret) Paul Knoop

Visit the Friends web site for more 

information and purchases from the Cannon 

Shop.

http://www.fortlewismuseum.com

Friends of the Fort Lewis 

Military Museum

PO Box 331001

JBLM, WA  98433-1001


